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Prof. Dr. H.A. Sampson Mount Sinai School of Medicine, USA
Prof. Dr. G. Spangenberg Primary Industries Research Victoria, La Trobe University, Australia

Organising CommitteeOrganising CommitteeOrganising CommitteeOrganising CommitteeOrganising Committee
Mrs. H.B. Bastiaanse Bastiaanse Communication, the Netherlands
Dr. R.J. Bogers Wageningen University and Research Centre - Frontis, the Netherlands
Dr. L.J.W.J. Gilissen Plant Research International, the Netherlands
Prof. Dr. H.F.J. Savelkoul Wageningen University, the Netherlands
Dr. H.J. Wichers Agrotechnology & Food Innovations, the Netherlands

WelcomeWelcomeWelcomeWelcomeWelcome
We have a great pleasure in presenting you the conference programme for Allergy Matters!Allergy Matters!Allergy Matters!Allergy Matters!Allergy Matters! 20042004200420042004, the International
Conference on Allergy Prevention, to be held on 4-6 February 2004 in Wageningen, the Netherlands.

Allergy Matter! 2004Allergy Matter! 2004Allergy Matter! 2004Allergy Matter! 2004Allergy Matter! 2004 is organised by the newly established Allergy Consortium Wageningen in co-operation with
Frontis - Wageningen International Nucleus for Strategic Expertise.

Allergy Matters! 2004Allergy Matters! 2004Allergy Matters! 2004Allergy Matters! 2004Allergy Matters! 2004 spotlights the current status and rational design of strategies for allergy prevention and
management. Special features include allergy prevention with regard to:
• The food production chain and novel foods
• The living and occupational environment
• People and society
• The biomedical context
• Genomics and proteomics
• Communication

Don’t miss out on this wealth of information and register for Allergy Matters! 2004Allergy Matters! 2004Allergy Matters! 2004Allergy Matters! 2004Allergy Matters! 2004 today. Simply complete and
return the registration form enclosed to guarantee your reservation.
On behalf of the Advisory Committee and the Organising Committee, we look forward to welcoming you in
Wageningen, the Netherlands!

Kind regards,

Dr. L.J.W.J. Gilissen
Chairman of the Allergy Consortium Wageningen



Who should attend?Who should attend?Who should attend?Who should attend?Who should attend?

About the Allergy Consortium WageningenAbout the Allergy Consortium WageningenAbout the Allergy Consortium WageningenAbout the Allergy Consortium WageningenAbout the Allergy Consortium Wageningen

Allergy Matters! 2004 - the International Conference on Allergy Prevention - is of key importance to the food
industry, primary production (including occupational allergies), research groups, policymakers (government, regulatory
bodies, environmental planning), health authorities, non-governmental organisations, health insurance companies,
patient organisations.

About the Conference bookAbout the Conference bookAbout the Conference bookAbout the Conference bookAbout the Conference book

Thinking and working on allergy prevention is looking into the future. The Organising Committee together with the
Advisory Committee has made a Conference programme set-up
• with a high diversity of subjects
• presented by top-quality speakers
• grouped into six sessions in a challenging way
• with interactive discussions based on moderator’s statements
• each session consisting of one plenary keynote lecture and two/three specialised lectures
The Conference will end in six stakeholder’s lectures to present allergy prevention in wider perspectives.

One fourth of the human population suffers from allergy: Allergy Matters!
In the Western society, prevalence and severity of allergies are rapidly increasing. Wageningen University and
Research Centre (Wageningen UR) has recognised this problem and established the Allergy Consortium Wageningen
(ACW). In this Consortium, solutions for allergy-related matters can be elaborated in the pre-medical stage, in an
integrated approach, and in close co-operation with or commissioned by external stakeholders. The Consortium works
towards strategies to control allergens, and to counteract food-related and environment-related allergies. The final
focus is on allergy prevention.
Since its start, almost three years ago, the ACW has made rapid progress. Now it includes at least eight Wageningen
UR institutions (university departments, and research institutes). Recently, the ACW has been acknowledged by the
Management Board of Wageningen UR as official Wageningen UR Expertise Centre and awarded five ACW-PhD
positions. Contacts and negotiations are going with food industries, and with European partners aiming at the EU-FP6.
Several of the ACW partners are involved in running national-governmental and EU projects on allergy and coeliac
disease. Further, ACW participates in the Dutch Coeliac Disease Consortium.
In all, time became ripe for the Allergy Consortium Wageningen to kick-off internationally. We look forward to
welcoming you at Allergy Matters! 2004 – the International Conference on Allergy Prevention.

     About the programmeAbout the programmeAbout the programmeAbout the programmeAbout the programme

Next to the book of abstracts of lectures and posters, the Allergy Consortium Wageningen together with Frontis –
Wageningen International Nucleus for Strategic Expertise – will edit the Conference book containing the elaborated
lectures of all the speakers, and summarising the conclusions of the various session discussions. Both hard-cover
and paperback editions of the Conference book will be published by Kluwer Academic Publishers in the Frontis series.
Considering the broad diversity of subjects, this book will be a significant publication on allergy prevention for the
coming years.

The Conference at a glance



Thursday 5 February 2004

09.00 Introduction by Dr. R.J. Bogers, Wageningen University and Research Centre - Frontis, the Netherlands
09.05 Welcome by Prof. Dr. A. Dijkhuizen, President of the Executive Board of Wageningen University and

Research Centre, the Netherlands

Plenary meeting:  State-of-the-art of allergy preventionPlenary meeting:  State-of-the-art of allergy preventionPlenary meeting:  State-of-the-art of allergy preventionPlenary meeting:  State-of-the-art of allergy preventionPlenary meeting:  State-of-the-art of allergy prevention
Chair: Prof. Dr. H.F.J. Savelkoul, Wageningen University, the NetherlandsChair: Prof. Dr. H.F.J. Savelkoul, Wageningen University, the NetherlandsChair: Prof. Dr. H.F.J. Savelkoul, Wageningen University, the NetherlandsChair: Prof. Dr. H.F.J. Savelkoul, Wageningen University, the NetherlandsChair: Prof. Dr. H.F.J. Savelkoul, Wageningen University, the Netherlands

09.15 Chair’s introduction
09.30 Clinical and biomedical aspects of allergy prevention

Mrs. Prof. Dr. C.A.F.M. Bruijnzeel-Koomen, University Medical Center Utrecht, the Netherlands
10.15 Novel foods and novel processing techniques as threats and challenges to a hypersensitive world

Prof. Dr. H. Steinhart, University of Hamburg, Germany

11.00 Coffee/tea break

11.30 Low-pollen allergen ryegrasses: towards a continent free of hay fever!
Prof. Dr. G. Spangenberg, Primary Industries Research Victoria, La Trobe University, Australia

12.15 Allergy between the ears?
Prof. Dr. R. Shepherd, University of Surrey, UK

13.00 Lunch break

Wednesday 4 February 2004

17.00 Opening of Allergy Matters! 2004 by Dr. L.J.W.J. Gilissen, Plant Research International, the Netherlands
17.15 Keynote lecture:

Strategies for allergy management
Prof. Dr. H.F.J. Savelkoul, Wageningen University, the Netherlands

18.15 Welcome reception with informal dinner buffet



Parallel session 1:Parallel session 1:Parallel session 1:Parallel session 1:Parallel session 1:
The food production chain and novel foodsThe food production chain and novel foodsThe food production chain and novel foodsThe food production chain and novel foodsThe food production chain and novel foods
Chair:  Dr. H.J. Wichers, Agrotechnology & FoodChair:  Dr. H.J. Wichers, Agrotechnology & FoodChair:  Dr. H.J. Wichers, Agrotechnology & FoodChair:  Dr. H.J. Wichers, Agrotechnology & FoodChair:  Dr. H.J. Wichers, Agrotechnology & Food
Innovations, the NetherlandsInnovations, the NetherlandsInnovations, the NetherlandsInnovations, the NetherlandsInnovations, the Netherlands

14.00 Chair’s introduction
14.05 Tools needed for allergy prevention in the

food production chain
Dr. T. Hatzold, Kraft Foods, Germany

14.35 Tracking and tracing for allergen free
food production chains
Mrs. Prof. Dr. E. Anklam, European
Commission, DG JRC, Belgium

15.05 Prediction of the potential allergenicity of
novel proteins
Dr. G. Kleter, RIKILT, the Netherlands

15.35 Discussion
Moderator: Dr. A. Penninks, TNO Nutrition
and Food Research, the Netherlands

Parallel session 2:Parallel session 2:Parallel session 2:Parallel session 2:Parallel session 2:
The living and occupational environmentThe living and occupational environmentThe living and occupational environmentThe living and occupational environmentThe living and occupational environment
Chair: Prof. Dr. G. Spangenberg, Primary IndustriesChair: Prof. Dr. G. Spangenberg, Primary IndustriesChair: Prof. Dr. G. Spangenberg, Primary IndustriesChair: Prof. Dr. G. Spangenberg, Primary IndustriesChair: Prof. Dr. G. Spangenberg, Primary Industries
Research Victoria, La Trobe University, AustraliaResearch Victoria, La Trobe University, AustraliaResearch Victoria, La Trobe University, AustraliaResearch Victoria, La Trobe University, AustraliaResearch Victoria, La Trobe University, Australia

14.00 Chair’s introduction
14.05 Changing environment and allergy prevention

Mrs. Prof. Dr. H. Behrendt, Technical University
of Munich, Germany

14.35 Prevention of occupational allergies
Dr. H. de Groot, Erasmus Medical Center, the
Netherlands

15.05 Allergy and the hygiene hypothesis: a dilemma
for the general practitioner
Prof. Dr. C.P. van Schayck, University of
Maastricht, the Netherlands

15.35 Discussion
Moderator: A. van Vliet, M.Sc.,     Wageningen
University, the Netherlands

Parallel session 4:Parallel session 4:Parallel session 4:Parallel session 4:Parallel session 4:     The biomedical contextThe biomedical contextThe biomedical contextThe biomedical contextThe biomedical context
Chair: Dr. H. de Groot, Erasmus Medical Center,Chair: Dr. H. de Groot, Erasmus Medical Center,Chair: Dr. H. de Groot, Erasmus Medical Center,Chair: Dr. H. de Groot, Erasmus Medical Center,Chair: Dr. H. de Groot, Erasmus Medical Center,
the Netherlandsthe Netherlandsthe Netherlandsthe Netherlandsthe Netherlands

16.30 Chair’s introduction
16.35 Regulatory mechanisms of allergen-specific

T-cell responses
Prof. Dr. S. Romagnani, University of Florence, Italy

17.05 Preventive vaccination against allergy: maternal
immunisation protects offspring
Prof. Dr. M. Løvik, NIPH, Norway

17.35 Food allergy: the role of the microbial flora
Prof. Dr. B. Björkstén, Karolinska Institute, Sweden

18.05 Discussion
Moderator: Mrs. Prof. Dr. C.A.F.M. Bruijnzeel-Koomen,
University Medical Center Utrecht, the Netherlands

Parallel session 3: People and societyParallel session 3: People and societyParallel session 3: People and societyParallel session 3: People and societyParallel session 3: People and society
Chair: Mrs. Prof. Dr. L.J. Frewer, WageningenChair: Mrs. Prof. Dr. L.J. Frewer, WageningenChair: Mrs. Prof. Dr. L.J. Frewer, WageningenChair: Mrs. Prof. Dr. L.J. Frewer, WageningenChair: Mrs. Prof. Dr. L.J. Frewer, Wageningen
University, the NetherlandsUniversity, the NetherlandsUniversity, the NetherlandsUniversity, the NetherlandsUniversity, the Netherlands

16.30 Chair’s introduction
16.35 Changing life styles: threats and challenges

for allergy prevention
Dr. G. Lack, St. Mary’s Hospital, UK (invited)

17.05 Economic impact of allergy prevention
Speaker to be announced

17.35 The patient’s voice on allergy prevention
Dr. E. Valovirta, EFA (European Federation of
Asthma and Allergy Associations), Finland

18.05 Discussion
Moderator: Prof. Dr. R. Shepherd, University
of Surrey, UK

18.30 End of the first conference day
20.00 Conference dinner

16.00 Coffee/tea break

The conference dinner will take place in the ancient castle, Kasteel Doorwerth.
This impressive castle is one of Holland’s most beautiful fortresses.

Thursday 5 February 2004



Friday 6 February 2004

Plenary meeting: Future developmentsPlenary meeting: Future developmentsPlenary meeting: Future developmentsPlenary meeting: Future developmentsPlenary meeting: Future developments
Chair: Dr. L.J.W.J. Gilissen, Plant Research International, the NetherlandsChair: Dr. L.J.W.J. Gilissen, Plant Research International, the NetherlandsChair: Dr. L.J.W.J. Gilissen, Plant Research International, the NetherlandsChair: Dr. L.J.W.J. Gilissen, Plant Research International, the NetherlandsChair: Dr. L.J.W.J. Gilissen, Plant Research International, the Netherlands

09.00 Chair’s introduction
09.15  Genomics and allergy prevention: an integrated approach

Dr. F. Koning, Leiden University Medical Center, the Netherlands
10.00 Controlling processing in complex food systems: a potential route to food allergy prevention

Mrs. Dr. E.N.C. Mills, Institute of Food Research, UK

10.45 Coffee/tea break

Parallel session 6:  CommunicationParallel session 6:  CommunicationParallel session 6:  CommunicationParallel session 6:  CommunicationParallel session 6:  Communication
Chair: Dr. R.J. Bogers, Wageningen University andChair: Dr. R.J. Bogers, Wageningen University andChair: Dr. R.J. Bogers, Wageningen University andChair: Dr. R.J. Bogers, Wageningen University andChair: Dr. R.J. Bogers, Wageningen University and
Research Centre - Frontis,  the NetherlandsResearch Centre - Frontis,  the NetherlandsResearch Centre - Frontis,  the NetherlandsResearch Centre - Frontis,  the NetherlandsResearch Centre - Frontis,  the Netherlands

11.15 Chair’s introduction
11.20 Communicating allergy: the role of different

information channels
Dr. R. Crevel, Unilever/ILSI, UK

11.50 Retailers perspectives on internationalisation
and allergy prevention
Dr. H. Byrnes, CIES - The Food Business Forum,
Belgium (invited)

12.20 Discussion
Moderator: Dr. H.G.J. Gremmen, Wageningen
University, the Netherlands

Parallel session 5:  Genomics and proteomicsParallel session 5:  Genomics and proteomicsParallel session 5:  Genomics and proteomicsParallel session 5:  Genomics and proteomicsParallel session 5:  Genomics and proteomics
Chair: Dr. A. Peijnenburg, RIKILT,Chair: Dr. A. Peijnenburg, RIKILT,Chair: Dr. A. Peijnenburg, RIKILT,Chair: Dr. A. Peijnenburg, RIKILT,Chair: Dr. A. Peijnenburg, RIKILT,
the Netherlandsthe Netherlandsthe Netherlandsthe Netherlandsthe Netherlands

11.15 Chair’s introduction
11.20 Plant protein allergen structure

Prof. Dr. P.R. Shewry, Long Ashton Research
Station, UK

11.50 Does cross-reactivity enable generic allergy
prevention?.
Mrs. Dr. R. Sánchez-Monge, Polytechnic
University of Madrid, Spain

12.20 Discussion
Moderator: Dr. R. van Ree, Sanquin Blood
Supply Foundation, the Netherlands

12.45 Lunch break



Final plenary meeting:  Towards an allergy free world?Final plenary meeting:  Towards an allergy free world?Final plenary meeting:  Towards an allergy free world?Final plenary meeting:  Towards an allergy free world?Final plenary meeting:  Towards an allergy free world?
Chair: Mrs. Dr. E.N.C. Mills, Institute of Food Research, UKChair: Mrs. Dr. E.N.C. Mills, Institute of Food Research, UKChair: Mrs. Dr. E.N.C. Mills, Institute of Food Research, UKChair: Mrs. Dr. E.N.C. Mills, Institute of Food Research, UKChair: Mrs. Dr. E.N.C. Mills, Institute of Food Research, UK

13.40 Chair’s introduction
13.45 Allergy prevention: future developments

Speaker from European Commission, DG Health and Consumer Protection, Belgium (invited)
14.15 Allergy prevention: science perspectives

Dr. R. van Ree, Sanquin Blood Supply Foundation, the Netherlands
14.45 Allergy prevention: industrial perspectives

Dr. B. Jarry, Tate & Lyle / Amylum Europe, Belgium
15.15 Allergy prevention: health care perspectives

Speaker from health insurance company (invited)
15.45 Allergy prevention: consumer perspectives

D. Reading, The Anaphylaxis Campaign, UK
16.15 Allergy prevention: ACW Matters!

Prof. Dr. G. Beers, Agricultural Economics Research Institute, the Netherlands

16.30 Closing Allergy Matters! 2004 by Prof. Dr. H.F.J. Savelkoul, Wageningen University, the Netherlands

Friday 6 February 2004



Allergy Matters! 2004
the International Conference
on Allergy Prevention

General informationGeneral informationGeneral informationGeneral informationGeneral information
Venue and feeVenue and feeVenue and feeVenue and feeVenue and fee
Allergy Matters! 2004 will be held 4-6 February 2004 in the
Wageningen International Conference Centre (WICC),
Wageningen, the Netherlands
(www.wicc-wir.nl).

The best way to reach the WICC is to take the train to
Ede/Wageningen. From there you can take a ‘train taxi’ or
the bus to Wageningen bus station, with the WICC nearby

The participant fee is EUR 790.- (19% VAT exclusive),
including the welcome reception and dinner buffet, lunches
and coffee/tea as announced in the timetable, the
conference dinner and the book of abstracts. The
participant fee does not include hotel accommodation.

Early registration discountEarly registration discountEarly registration discountEarly registration discountEarly registration discount
Participants registering before 31 December 2003 will be
eligible for the Early Registration Discount, the participants
fee being EUR 690.- (19 % VAT exclusive).

Please note: payment must be received before
31 December 2003 to be eligible for the discount.

Multiple registration discountsMultiple registration discountsMultiple registration discountsMultiple registration discountsMultiple registration discounts
Two participants registering at the same time from the
same organisation receive a 10% discount from the
participant fee; a group of three receive a 15% discount.

RegistrationRegistrationRegistrationRegistrationRegistration
To register for the Allergy Matters! 2004 conference
please fax or send the enclosed Conference
Registration Form to the Conference Secretariat.
The registration desk will open on Wednesday
4 February 2004 at 3.00 p.m.

Hotel accommodationHotel accommodationHotel accommodationHotel accommodationHotel accommodation
Participants are responsible for making their own
reservations by sending the enclosed Hotel
Accommodation Form to the WICC directly. The Hotel
is holding a block of rooms at a reduced rate for
participants. Depending on the attendance participants
might be accommodated in other hotels than the WICC.

Call for poster abstractsCall for poster abstractsCall for poster abstractsCall for poster abstractsCall for poster abstracts
Interested participants are invited to submit one-page
abstracts for posters by no later than 31 December 2003.
The members of the Organising Committee will evaluate
the abstracts.

Exhibition/sponsorshipExhibition/sponsorshipExhibition/sponsorshipExhibition/sponsorshipExhibition/sponsorship
Parallel to the conference a commercial exhibition will
be organised in which presentations related to allergy
prevention are given. Participants of the conference
have ample opportunity to visit the exhibition during
the various breaks. Companies and organisations
interested in having an exhibition stand or in
sponsoring are invited to contact the Conference
Secretariat.

ProceedingsProceedingsProceedingsProceedingsProceedings
The proceedings of the conference will be published by
Kluwer Academic Publishers in the Wageningen UR
Frontis Series.

InternetInternetInternetInternetInternet
The website of Allergy Consortium Wageningen and the
Allergy Matters! 2004 conference can be found at:
www.allergymatters.org

LanguageLanguageLanguageLanguageLanguage
English will be the official conference language.

Conference SecretariatConference SecretariatConference SecretariatConference SecretariatConference Secretariat
Bastiaanse Communication
P.O. Box 179, 3720 AD Bilthoven, the Netherlands
T +31 30 229 42 47 - F +31 30 225 29 10
allergymatters@bastiaanse-communication.com
www.allergymatters.org
www.bastiaanse-communication.com

It may be necessary for reasons beyond the control of the organisers to alter the

content and timing of the programme or the identity of the speakers.


